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102.    In   addition   to   the   recommendations   that
required  legislation,  the local  Government made other
changes in conformity with the opinion of the committee.
The Deputy Commissioner instead of rejecting applica-
tions himself is required to report for the orders of the
local Government any case in which he is of opinion that
an application should be rejected.   The   local Govern-
ment also accepted the recommendation that initial grants
should be made from provincial revenues to newly estab-
lished panchayats.   A sum of Rs. 25,000 was included in
the budget of  1927-28 for the purpose and a scale of
grants fixed, ranging from Rs. 350 downwards according
to the  population of the area administered-    A similar
sum has been included in the 1928-29 budget, together
with a sum of Rs. 2,250 to enable the special panchayat
officer and some members of the Legislative Council  to
visit another  province for a study of the working of the
system where it is more advanced.    Lastly, an officer was.
placed on special duty with effect from the 9th  February
1927,  for the purpose of fostering the development of
village panchayats.

103.    In spite of the slow start,  development has
been fairly rapid.    In 1923 there were only  11 village
panchayats.    By April 1st, 192 i, this number had increas-
ed to 57.   On February 1st,  1928, the latest date for
which information is available, the number was 136 and
several districts report a number of applications pending.
The movement, as will be seem from the statement inckid-
ed in Appendix VII has made most progress in  Berar
where 61 panchayats functioned during 1926-27 as against
73 for the Central Provinces-   The difference in progress,
and in the character of panchayats from  district  to  dis-
trict, is most marked.   Emphasis was laid by the Gov-
ernment of India in Resolution No. 41, dated May 16th,
1918, in the Department of Education (Municipalities) on
the impossibility of developing panchayats on any uni-
form system.    The broadest distinction that can be drawn
is between   panchayats   which   perform   administrative
duties and those which do not.   Very few  now perform
administrative duties without exercising civil and criminal
powers at^the same time.    Throughout Berar the admin-
istrative side of the panchayats has been  developed  and
there   are   few   panchayats   which   have   not   imposed